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Warrow
Chris Letton - 0407 109 352
Kelvin Starkey - 0428 852 246 

Mt Hope
Kym Griffiths - 0400 667 472

Karkoo
Susan Hughes - 0477 088 043

Wanilla
Wayne Bockman -0487 824 854

Cockaleechie
Leon Seaman - 0429 703 030

Douglas Well
John Norton - 0400 087 616

Koppio/Yallunda Flat
Helen Robinson - 0428 885 017

Brimpton Lake
Barry Boyce - 0418 762 319

Parents must contact the bus
driver at least 24 hours prior to
travel being required on an
alternate bus.

UHF channel 10
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BUS DRIVERS

A.   McFarlane St
      Cummins SA 5631
P.   8676 2388 
E.   DL.0754.info@schools.
      sa.edu.au
W.   cumminsas.sa.edu.au

CONTACT US

After a busy term we wind up the 2025 school year with a 
keen sense that we have made solid inroads into enacting 
the vision for Cummins Area School developed by our whole 
school community in 2024.

One of the highlights has been the introduction of Crew across
our entire site. This was a concept that we felt would assist us 
in building the sense of school belonging and culture of collaboration that is
required to achieve many of our short- and long-term goals. Already we have
seen impact within our adoption of this at Cummins and we are working on
further embedding this across all aspects of school life. Next year we endeavour
to build the connections developed in Crew and focus on the Habits of Character
and Work and Learning across all of our lessons in a day.

We have also worked hard to strengthen our connections with families and
community in 2025. There have been many successful Family Learning Sessions,
Community Meetings, and opportunities to share our learning throughout the
year. It has also been exciting to continue partnerships within the community.
There have been many visits to Miroma Place, the Community Garden, and
shared projects with businesses such as Lincoln Rural – have you seen our
fabulous murals displayed there? The Yr. 11 Haig Crew have been developing a
patch of land in consultation with the Lower Eyre Council and many crews have
ventured out into their namesake hundreds to experience the breadth of our
catchment area. We aim to further build on these in 2026 and see how we can
work together to value add to the amazing community which is Cummins.

Yesterday our Primary Assembly was held and in front of a large crowd we
announced the winners of the Sam Telfer Award and the Mike Ford Primary
Meritorious Awards, as well as House Point winners and Values Awards for each
class. It was also the opportunity for the Yr. 6 class to reflect on their Primary
education and share their excitement for heading into Yr. 7 next year. Today we
have our much-awaited JP Concert and Values celebration, followed by Class
parties. All students in JP and Primary have also experienced transition in their
new classes over the past few days, which has been a wonderful way to finish the
year.

Our staffing remains relatively stable moving into 2026 which allows for continuity
in developing our site priorities. We do, sadly, bid farewell to Lanie Williams who is
returning to the Yorke Peninsula, Ella Rodda who has finished her teaching degree
and is taking on a position at Navigator College, Katy Agnew and Jackson Masin
who have all made a huge impact on our site in a relatively short period of time.
Thanks to all that you have contributed. We hope to see you all back with us in the
future!



CAS DATES TO 
REMEMBER

TERM 4

WEEK 9
Mon 8/12

Foundation - yr 6 2026
transition 9:00-11:00am
Primary Assembly,
11:30am

Tues 9/12
JP Values Ceremony &
Xmas Concert, 11am
JP class parties, 1:00pm

Wed 10/12
Last day of School, 3:15pm
finish

TERM 1, 2026

Week 0
Thursday 22/01

Book collection, 9am -
4pm

2026 TERM DATES

Term 1 
Tuesday, January 27 - Friday,
April 10

Term 2
Monday, April 27 - Friday, July 3

Term 3
Monday, July 20 - Friday,
September 25

Term 4
Monday, October 12 - Friday,
December 11

Governing Council Update

Our final Governing Council Meeting of the year was held in week eight.

We opened the results of the Materials and Services polls and agreed to put the
2026 fees in place along with the adoption of the Pre-school fees. We also
approved the financial delegations and initial budget for 2026.

Mel Degner gave her principals report, in which it was pleasing to hear we have a
low turnover of staff. This will allow greater continuity for the school and students
heading into next year.

The circular bus routes continue to be a talking point, and currently the Transport
Unit in Adelaide is working on a proposal for consideration from effected parents,
the Bus Committee and Governing Council. I would remind parents involved that
the Bus Committee do not have the final say on the bus routes. Their role is to
provide a link between parents and the department and are willingly giving up
their time to sit on this committee. The Governing Council is very appreciative of
their commitment and so it has been disappointing to hear that there has been
negative feedback aimed at them personally. I would ask that communication
and conversations between all parties are conducted respectfully and with a big
picture view of the role of the buses and how the bus route’s function. To ensure
accurate and timely responses, personalised correspondence via email to either
DL.0754.info@schools.sa.edu.au or casgoverningcouncil@gmail.com is the best
way to make contact.

As we are coming to the end of the year on behalf of the Governing Council I
would like to acknowledge all the work performed by our teachers and staff, thank
you for your patience, passion, and dedication. It is a wonderful school to be a
part of, and that is a direct reflection of you all. Enjoy your well-earned summer
break.

I would also like to thank the Governing Council members’ of 2026, you are an
impressive group of people, all bringing something different to the discussions
and issues we have faced throughout the year. I would encourage anyone who
might be interested in joining the Governing Council in 2026 to speak to any
member or contact the school for more information. Please keep an eye out early
next year for details on how to nominate for the CAS Governing Council.

Lastly, after five years on the Governing Council, I will be stepping down after the
AGM next year. In my time I have learnt so much about the running of the school,
have been able to meet and make friends with parents and teachers and have
thoroughly enjoyed being a small part of what’s happening within our school
community. Serving on the Governing Council has been an experience I won’t
forget and whilst I gave my time to the role, I can also say it has been of great
benefit to me as a parent of a Cummins Area School student. 

Wishing you all a safe and relaxing holiday break.

Bec Habner
Chairperson

On behalf of the staff of Cummins Area School I would like to wish you all a Merry
Christmas and hope that you all get to enjoy a glorious summer with your
families. We look forward with great anticipation to working with you all again in
2026 as we continue to work towards our collaborative Inspire goals.

Regards,
Mel



Materials & Services Update for 2026

Thank you to all those who voted in the Material and
Services Poll.

The votes were counted and voting for both year F-6
and 7-12 were in favour of the increase in fees as
suggested by the Governing Council. The fees of F-
Year 6: $431 and years 7-12: $528 are now set as
compulsory for 2026.

If you have any questions regarding this process or
outcome, please feel free to contact any member of
the Governing Council. This fee increase allows our
school to improve the resources available to our
students, so thank you for the support.

Governing Council’s AGM will take place on Tuesday,
February 10, 7:00pm at the Cummins Hotel, and I
would encourage you to come along and be part of
this valuable committee. 

Bec Habner
Chairperson

Students are not permitted on school grounds
before 8:30 AM, as there will be no supervision

available during that period. Thank you for
your understanding and cooperation.

Breakfast Club
Toast & Fresh Fruit will be available every morning from
8:30am at the canteen during the school term for our students.

School Sport SA - SAPSASA

Boys Cricket
The Lower Eyre Peninsula Sapsasa Tennis Team
competed in the Sapsasa State Tennis Championships
in Adelaide from Monday 24th to 26th November 2025.
The team were in Division 2 which consisted of six
country districts and two city districts. Cummins
representatives were Saxon Puckridge, Cyril Pedler, Gus
Puckridge, Jimmy Wedd and Zeb Doudle. The LEP team
played three matches against the other teams in their
section and although not winning any of those
matches, several were very close, coming down to the
last over. 

Results
LEP lost to Barossa & Light 9/94 to 7/104
LEP lost to Hills 4/114 to 4/117
LEP lost to Mid SE 5/58 to 5/118
In the playoff match for 5 or 6 position, the boys
had another close match but in the end lost to
Gawler 3/94 to 8/96.

On the final day, the 7th/8th playoff match saw LEP
score their first win against Mid SE who they lost easily
to in the round robin matches. 

School Sport Australia

12 & Under Australian Championships
Beau Paech has recently returned from Canberra
where he competed in the 12 & Under Australian Track
and Field Championships. After his performances at
the Sapsasa State Championships in September, Beau
nominated and was selected in the SA team in both
discus and shotput in the 11 boys competition.

Shotput – After the competitors three throws, Beau had
thrown a PB of 12.99 metres. As he was in the top 8
throwers, he reached the finals and was given another
throw. Beau came 4th out of 18 competitors (from all
states and territories except WA), which was an
amazing effort.

Discus – In very windy conditions, Beau’s best throw
was 27.75 metres which saw him placed 14th out of 17
throwers.

Well done Beau! He is now very excited and looking
forward to our school athletics events in 2026.



The Science Experience 2025

The Science Experience is a school camp that has been
run at Cummins Area School for the last 14 years. The
camp is aimed at year 9 students who are thinking of
going on to do some sort of tertiary education. The trip
involves attending 3 days at Flinders University to
participate in a science based program across the
Bedford and Tonsley campus’. It allows students to
experience what it is like to attend University and how
Uni students live.

The three days entailed different sessions including:
Forensic Biology
Science of Flavour
Marine Biology
Code Breaking
Biomedical Engineering
Constructing a Water Wheel

This year, we had 20 year 9 students attend the
Science Experience. We stayed at the Nunyara
Conference Centre where we were provided breakfast
and dinner. One afternoon, we attended Marion
shopping centre and then the evenings included
activities like Bowling and an E-space Room. All these
activities built team spirit and bonding.

Here are some student statements from this years trip.

“This trip was such an enlightening experience. It was
incredible to learn firsthand from Uni students what
our futures could look like. Overall, it was eye-opening
to see all of the pathways possible through STEM.” 
-Ellie-Mae Hancock

“The science trip was an amazing engaging
experience. We were fortunate to learn so many new
things and gain so many insights into possible future
pathways. We met so many new people, and we all
got closer as a group” 
-Eva Agars



Primary Assembly

On Monday the 8  of December, Cummins Area School
hosted their Primary assembly and Year 6 graduation. 

th

Congratulations to our award recipients.

Sam Telfer Award - Shaylee Britza, year 6
Mike Ford Primary Meritourious Award - Sam
Fitzgerald & Aoibheann Fox
House Points - Knox Blacker, Henry Mickan & Bella
Jolly (not pictured)

Year 3 Value Awards
Community - Jed Briese 
Courage - Kensi Cameron
Personal Excellence - Leo Hallett
Integrity - Bella Jolly (not pictured)

Year 4 Values Awards
Community - Elke Doudle 
Courage - Zac Traeger
Personal Excellence - Kelly Cooper
Integrity - Lachlan Lance

5/6A Values Awards
Community - Rina Van Loggem 
Courage - Elsie Laherstorfer
Personal Excellence - Jimmy Wedd
Integrity - Veronica Casey

5/6B Values Awards
Community - Buddy Turnbull
Courage - Stevie Minhard
Personal Excellence - Max Crettenden (not
pictured)
Integrity - Henry Habner

5/6C Values Awards
Community - Brooklyn Tomalin
Courage - Louie Myers (not pictured)
Personal Excellence - Maggie Pedler
Integrity - Halle Murnane

2026 BOOK
COLLECTION

 THURSDAY
22  JANUARY 2026ND

FROM 9:00  - 4:00AM PM

CUMMINS AREA SCHOOL
HALL



CUMMINS SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIBRARY

cummins.library@libraries.sa.gov.au
www.libraries.sa.gov.au/cummins
86762476
Follow us on socials

🌞 The BIG SUMMER READ is here! 📚 

The BIG Summer Read is a summer reading campaign for children and
young people. It is a collaborative Public Libraries Victoria initiative

designed for children and young adults aged 0 to 18 years. It aims to
help families and young people keep up their reading habits over the

summer holidays when normal routines take a break. 
With support from our Library apps BorrowBox and Libby, the reading

material available is plentiful. 

Here’s how you can join in the fun: 
👉 Read at least 5 books or enjoy 5 days of reading to go into the draw

for some amazing prizes! 
👉 Create your account and get started: 

1⃣ Sign up online at https://readbooks.com.au/bsr 
OR 

2⃣ Pop into Cummins Library and grab an entry form.
Let’s make this summer a BIG one for reading! 

Thank You for Supporting
Our Scholastic Book Fair!
We are immensely grateful

for the outstanding
community support shown
during our Scholastic Book

Fair. Thanks to your
enthusiasm and generosity,
total sales have earned us

over $500 to invest in
exciting new books for our

students next year. We look
forward to choosing fantastic

new titles and warmly
welcome suggestions from
students to help build our

library collection. 
Thank you for making a

dif ference!

Lunchtime Fun in the Library
Each lunchtime, our Library hosts a

range of engaging activities for
students to enjoy.

Thursdays are dedicated to Lego
Club, where creativity and imaginative
constructions never fail to impress us. 
We were especially delighted to see
Zac’s Christmas spirit shine through

in his festive Lego masterpiece. 
Christmas greetings from all of us at

the Library!

🌻📖

https://readbooks.com.au/bsr
https://readbooks.com.au/bsr
https://readbooks.com.au/bsr
https://readbooks.com.au/bsr


From 10 December, you will
need to be 16 or over to have 
an account on social media.

Authorised by the Australian Government, Capital Hill, Canberra

For more details go to eSafety.gov.au



CUMMINS AREA SCHOOL CANTEEN - ROSTER TERM 4 2025

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Week 9

08/12/25
   
  

 09/12/25 10/12/25
  

Ali Ward

11/12/25
  

STUDENT FREE DAY

12/12/25
  

SCHOOL CLOSURE

playgroup
KARKO O

Everyone welcome to
join us for some fun!

Art, craft, singing, stories, music, play

9.30am - 12.00 pm every Thursday morning
Stay all morning or only part. For ages 0 - 4

Bring a piece of fruit and enjoy socialising your little ones
in a friendly, creative play space.

For more information contact 
Kate Murnane 0429 795 443



Any late lunch orders placed by phone or Daymap to the
school after the QKR cutoff must be paid for using the IOU
option on QKR before the order can be processed. 

Remember: no payment means no order.
Late Lunch

Orders



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Community Group advertising in the newsletter is available at a minimum cost
of $6.00 (inc. GST) for up to 5 lines. Larger items of 1/4 page size cost $22 (inc.

GST) which is the maximum size for an article or notice. 

Payment needs to be made to the finance Office prior to inclusion by Cash or
Bank Transfer to our School account.  No invoices will be issued for payment – a

tax invoice / receipt can be issued upon request. 

BSB - 633 000, ACC - 112 105 770
REF - Newsletter & Entity Name

Only Advertisements or notices of community interest or non-commercial
value will be published.

2025 SCHOOL ID
CARDS FOR YEAR
7-12 STUDENTS ARE
NOW AVAILABLE
AT THE FINANCE
OFFICE AT A COST
OF $4.00 EACH.  

PLEASE PICK UP
YOUR ID CARD!



Cummins Area School Uniform Supplier
Choose “Ship to shipping address’ and pay postage

fee to have the order go direct to your chosen
address.

WWW.ACEUNIFORMS.COM.AU

SUMMER DRESS

CAS SCHOOL JUMPER

CAS POLO SHIRT

SCHOOL PANTS (BLACK)

SCHOOL SHORTS (BLACK)

BUCKET HAT

$65.00

$60.00

$35.00

$40.00

$22.00

$11.00

PRICE LIST

7 BLACKMAN PLACE, PT LINCOLN
PH: 0421 797 612

Student Lunch Passes
Students leaving the school grounds during the lunch break must
carry a LUNCH PASS. There are two types of passes.

1. REGULAR LUNCH PASS: These will be issued at the beginning of
each year on the written request of parents.

These passes are for students returning to their own home for
lunch regularly. This pass is not to be used to access local shops
to purchase lunch.

They may be issued to cover one or more days each week.

2. SPECIAL LUNCH PASS: Students are sometimes required to
leave school for particular reasons on isolated occasions e.g. hair
cuts, personal shopping, lunch at a friends, or a birthday party.

For each occasion, the student requires a written request from
parents through Daymap. Students will not be permitted to
phone home during the day to access a lunch pass.

Students in Year 6 or younger must be accompanied by an adult
when they leave the school grounds and have the written
consent of their parents if the adult signing them out is not their
parent.

Students in Year 7/8/ 9 must have written parental consent and
be accompanied by another student the same age or older.

Students in Year 10 - 12 are able to leave the school grounds by
themselves provided they have written parental consent. Our
preference would be that they don’t leave the school grounds
alone.

All students who leave the school at Lunch time must sign out at
the computer located at the Front Office. They must sign in on
their return. This is an WHS requirement and applies to students
with both Permanent and Daily Lunch passes.

CUMMINS AREA SCHOOL
merchandise

CAS MAROON HATS

CAS MAROON SCHOOL  BAG

ART SMOCK, MAROON 

PENCIL CASE, MAROON

CAS LIBRARY BAG 

CASIO FX-82AU PLUS II
(REQUIRED FOR YR 7 – 10 STUDENTS)

HEADPHONE MOPO M831HP

ATTACHE READING FOLDER

ZIPPER BINDER READING FOLDER 

CASIO FX-CG50AU COLOUR
GRAPHICS CALCULATOR

$13.00

SMALL - $50.00
LARGE - $75.00

$18.70

$6.50

$10.00

$39.50 

$20.50

$6.75

$5.45

POA

We have plenty of stock available from the Finance Office for any
new 2025 students and replacements for any current students.   

Please see either Anna Richardson or Cathy Haarsma to purchase
any of the school stock.

https://theacegroup.au/collections/cummins-area-school


08 8676 2388
Phone

McFarlane St, Cummins SA 5631
Address

DL.0754_info@schools.sa.edu.au
Email

www.cumminsas.sa.edu.au
Website

CUMMINS AREA SCHOOL
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8th December, 2025

Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Students in Year 7 to Year 10 require a scientific calculator to support their learning in
Mathematics and at times in other subjects.

The Casio FX-82AU Plus II 2  Edition scientific calculator can be purchased through the
school for a cost of $40.10 or alternatively, students can provide their own scientific
calculator.

nd

Please complete and return the tear off section to the Finance Office or you can phone
the Finance Office accompanied by an EFT payment. Paid Calculators can be
collected with 2026 Student book packs on Book Collection day, Thurs 22  January
2026 or on the first day back to school.

nd

EFT details – BSB: 633-000, Account No: 112 105 770 and reference your child’s name.

Regards,

John Wood
Middle School Maths Teacher

Please return to the Finance Office or contact by phone accompanied by an EFT
payment.

           I wish to order a Casio FX-82AU Plus 2 scientific calculator for $40.10

           I will provide my own scientific calculator.

              BSB: 633-000                ACC: 112 105 770               REFERENCE: student’s name

Student Name: …………………………..………………………………………….. Home Group: ……….......………………………….

Signed Parent / Caregiver: …………………………………………………………..


